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Arbitration in Challenging Times

Event overview

Join the London and Qatar Branches of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators for
a timely and thought-provoking webinar, “Arbitration in Challenging Times”.
This joint international webinar will explore how arbitration practitioners and
institutions are adapting to increasing global uncertainty, including geopolitical
developments, evolving commercial risks, and technological change.

Bringing together speakers from London and the Middle East region, the session
will offer practical insights on navigating disputes in complex and rapidly
evolving environments. The webinar will conclude with an interactive Q&A
session with the panel.

Time: 14:00 (UK Time) / 16:00 (Qatar Time)
Venue: Online via Zoom



Speakers

Prof. Dr Georges Affaki CCEF C.Arb FCIArb
Justice of the Qatar International Court
Professor of Law, University of Paris

Ahmed Abdel-Hakam
Partner, Volterra Fietta, UK

HE Dr Saad bin Ahmad Al-Muhannadi
Chair, Ciarb Qatar Branch

Vivien Oduah FCIArb
Independent Arbitrator
Ciarb London Branch Committee Member

Registration

To book you place, please register here
or scan the QR code



https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kPE9V8C6RW2B9P84jLTXzg#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kPE9V8C6RW2B9P84jLTXzg#/registration

Speaker Profile

Prof. Dr Georges Affaki CCEF C.Arb FCIArb

Georges Affaki is a Justice of the Qatar International Court, a Chartered
Arbitrator, a member of the ICSID Panels of Arbitrators and Mediators, and a
Professor of law at the University of Paris. He has served for two terms as a
member of the ICC International Court of Arbitration. He is consistently listed
by Chambers and Partners amongst the Most-in-Demand Arbitrators in
France and globally.

He sits on the Board of Directors of the Saudi Center for Commercial
Arbitration, was appointed to the International Financial Legal Experts body
of the Shanghai High People’s Court and is a member of the ICCA Judiciary
Committee. He practices in Paris and as a member of DesVoeux Chambers’
List of Neutrals in Hong Kong. Professor Affaki is a Governor of the UNIDROIT
Foundation. He led or participated in several law reforms in transition
economies.

In 2019, he was appointed Foreign Trade Counselor of France by a Decree of
the Prime Minister and was awarded the European Prize for Interdisciplinary

Research. He holds trustee positions in a number of non-profit organisations
and is actively engaged in community projects.

A list of Professor Affaki’'s publications and representative appointments is
available at www.affaki.fr.

Ahmed Abdel-Hakam

Ahmed is a partner at Volterra Fietta in London. He is a Solicitor-Advocate
(civil and Criminal Higher Rights of Audience) before the Higher Courts of
England & Wales and a French Avocat (Avocat au Barreau de Paris). He
currently sits on the Dispute Resolution Committee of the Law Society of
England & Wales and is Co-Chair of the Dispute Resolution Section of the
African Society of International Law. He is also a member of the International
Law Committee of the New York City Bar Association.

Ahmed is an international disputes specialist, and he also practices the full
range of public international law, both in contentious and advisory work.
Ahmed is one of the few lawyers in the world who genuinely practice before
international courts and Tribunals. He has been involved in a number of


https://www.affaki.fr/

cases before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the Court of Justice of
the European Union (CJEU), and the European Court on Human Rights (ECHR).
He has long been acting for both States and investors in investment treaty
arbitrations, including BIT cases before ICSID and the PCA. His experience

in commercial arbitration proceedings includes all the major arbitral
institutions, such as the ICC and the LCIA. Ahmed also represented States and
multinational companies before English, French, Swiss and Italian Courts in
complex and high-profile cases.

Ahmed also has an extensive practice in non-contentious and advisory work
for clients around the world. He advises States and autonomous regions on
the legal consequences of secession and its impact on legal title to natural
resources and public infrastructures.

Ahmed also regularly advises multinational companies on structuring and
restructuring of investments and complex issues such as the consequences
of civil war on a State’s rights and obligations towards foreign investors

and legal issues arising from the existence of competing governments, and
on specific issues such as pipeline transit and transportation regimes and
related international law issues arising from State dislocation.
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